-

(Copypright. 1815 by W. Q. Chapman.}

At six o'clock Mike Donnhue's alarm
Mike

clock went Off with bang and
arons, dressed, and had his cofea
and took the Junch which
up for him to the mill,
s the whistle blew,

the whistle dismissed bim at six.
That was Mike's life, with the ex

caption of Sunday, when he got up o

help his wife with the washing of | Mike should have been manager, if
dinhés, and then went back to bod hls father had been an honest man— |
agnin, He lay in bed sll day. reading | Mike, who, working as a |aborer,
the Sunday paper. He finished It by néavertheless knew the complioated
night, had supper, und went to sleep | Process  from the [foundations up
til Mondny | Mike could have toid Jim Ellery what
in Ll.l‘["l;]’l"l"‘ hs wos & clakn o wae wrong, why the cheap finx was
" il Ly Al "W
unable to tuke the anlline. DBut Mike

man of sixty,

nmbitions which are suppossd to be

the hirthright of every American, but The lawver came on a Sunday, and

he had los' thuse when Ellery died. Mike got cut of bed to recelve him,
Ell¢ry had been the foundsr of the | APologizing for his fowered dressing-

mill. It was Mike Donabuo who, in | B0%D. Which Nora had made for bim

those early daye, soon after the Civil !11-""Fti“l Christmas.

:]'-“Br. came from Helfast with the new .m'Id]:-o Inwyer wiaved hia RDGH‘NGII
X-WEAVINZ Procoss, no P S0 lde

]r:l the *]_'-ll,:.,l:]rh-"_‘“_w. hul:._“]lhh:;‘_‘l::,;:‘.: Listen to me r‘,uufully_ Mr. Donn

Eligry. He could have had a partner- Hue" he sald, “You should by right

ship, but be was too simple and ignor- h_’j"" had better treatment’ from Mr

unt to understand that, and Ellery Ellery than you had

was nol above turning the advantage 1 ; don’t know,” sald Mike, stub-

when the opportunity was so patent. "_"‘_"“'-" loyal to the remory of the

Mike had como to him and said: Ellery he bad once known and loved.

“Mr. Ellery, | dou't know how much
this process Is worth to you,
it’s worth what it ought to be I'd look
for u job in the mill for the rest of my

Norn put

He ontered
and worked
there, except for the .unch hour, tifl

He had once had those

but If

heart was bursting with shame and
also with self-condemnation. But was
she to be tled forever to that old,
ignorant laborer and hin wife—she
with expensive tastes?

The town was Just large enough for
her story not to Ue widely known,
iy gteering ber way cantiounly, and
Inventing a tale about an old couple
whom she had befriended, she man-
aged to shakoe hor skirts clean of her
parents. Her husband, in his rage,
threatensd to put Mike out of lila job:
but the stubborn old man threatened
to sue, and that would mean wide
publicity. 30 Mike remained,

Thin wen: on for vears aftor Kath-
leen's marriage. He bhad never heard
of her, He had seen hor ones, rid-
ing In her car, She was gowned llke
a princesy and splendidly bejeweled

Then a lawyer came to sea Mike,
There had been rumors for some time
of extravagance in (he management
of the mill; It was thought things
were not going well. BDut everyone
knew Jini Ellery hiad no business head,

wne only o laborer, remembar,

“He kopt his word by me,

the lawyer He lefx you a halfl share
in the mill and made you =™anager for

days.” life. That will vas suppressed by Mr.
Mike had J st marrlod Nora Brady, | James Ellery. He is at your mercy
and the thought of uncmployment | 9% for &l lins come -o light. | rep-
Nauiited: him Baaide. there was a ont an interest which .'-\;u‘.'.:‘ to buy
baby coming. If ho could seccure a | the mill and give publicity to the af-
life pos t—wall, what more u}n]:]I
any man hope for? dlke
He ¢onld save a dollar n week even | be sworn out for
at the als and Ell wouild certdin Mi ATrest, We can got an
ly advance him, And this was done, 1 A3 n tying wp the money—"
“What for would you be tying up
the money ™ demanded Mike
1A e The Ipwyer sturted to explain all
i rl”::[“ | over again. Mike listenad patfently.
AL £ ! | ‘Well, you sgee,” he explained, “my
J‘i%l daughter’s married to him. So it
l | I anll wouldn't do to bring her Into disgrace,
1 | i would t?™
“But she bhas neglected you,” said
the lawyer, "It {8 & scandal. And the

Confronted Jim Ellery With a Pistol,

Mike becAme foreman at twenty-live

i week, and he and Noran and littie

iIKathleen lived guite comfortably
Times changed. The mill prosperad,

iBllery bocame a very rich man indead.

The sight of Mike, and the knowledge
of the unfair advantage that be had
Makon, haunted old Ellery His only
lgon, who would inherit the mill. was a
iwarthless scamp. The thought that it
lma:id have beon hrlf Mika's, that his
own son hnd gone to enllege on what
Be had squeezed out of the old man,
waa gall to him. He offered Mike
five thousand dollars—the utmost that
his avarice would permit—If he would
leave,

| Mike Donahue proved amazingly
‘obdurate. He liked the work, he loved
the old mill, he would not know what
to do with himself If he left. He re
fused the offer—and then Ellery died.

Jim Ellery’s first act was to dis-
charge the old employee, When Mike,
furious, confronted him with the
agreemant, he took bhim back ns a
hand, Mike worked on at twelve dol-
lars weskly,

Jim had his own reasons for want-
fng to get rid of Mike. They devel
oped about three months later, when
Jio Ellery married Kathisen, who had
been educated with the last peuny of
hr father's cavings, She had the airs
and manners of o Jady, She was in
poway Iinferior 1o him

No socner was Kathleen married
then she dropped her parenta, The
final interview was memorable, Mike
and Nora were In tears, Kathleen, in
bher new ball gown, shifted bersslf
uneaslly from one satin shoe to the
other.

“Won't you never come and see ua,
then, Kitty?"' asked Mike, unable to
realize the impending tragedy

“You are acting unfairly, father*
auswered the girl, 1 owe a duty to
my husband and to myself. If we let
it be kpnown that my father works
in the mill, and is an Ignorant, {lliter
ate old man, | shall have po soclal
standing In the town at all. At present
they don't know. And I you have
sny affection for me—" ’

“Sure, you're the ocly ope | ever
bore!" wdPt Nora,
now wo're old™

“If tather Hkes to leave the mill

and settle somewhere quietly in the
hundred miles

country, not less than
distant, my husband will pay him Af
teen dollars a week for Hfe.”

“I'il see you 'm -in the mill first,

Kathlesn,” answared old Mike,
*You won't leave the mill?

& weok to spite ma?™
“Basy, easy, my girll

that scamp'a @money."”
“James I not & scamp!™

“What'll we do

You In-
slst on working here for ten dollars

This Is my
fob, und I'm not going to leave it to

mill s half yours, We want to buy
your Interest., It Is worth four hun
dred thousand dollars at least. And
you will have the position of man-
ager—"

“Well, you see,” sald Mike, “1 have
a life job hers. And a manager I8
sort of uncertuin. And then, what
would we be dolng with four hundred
thousand dollars at our age? No, mis-
ter, nobody's going to jockey me out
of my job. 1 earn my ten. and I'
go on earning it till I die, And say!
If there's any trouble about Jim, just
remember that he's a good boy. and !
stand by him to the last penny of my
four bundred thousand, Remember
that, will you?"

It waa Ellery's who camae
vext, He came humbly, to beg Mike
| to consenl L0 an agrecment whereby
he could wriggle out »f his labilities
and escape the charge of fraud. Mike
gigned the papers without looking par-
tigularly. He only nssured
that his job was not belog taken away
from him.

“You see,” he axplained to the law-
ver, who bad the grones to look
sshamed, “now that there's only the
wife to tnke care for, T guess my ten
& week will provide for us—won't It,
Nora, girl?"

And all his anger against his daugh-
ter died. It was his money, after all,
that was buying her those gowns, had

lawyer

every minde,

If he had pressed Ellery he would
have been a rich man, but life would
have been uiterly empty for him.
Because he rellnquished all, he gained
all. Forthe day came when his daugh-
ter kneeled before him and Nora, {m-
ploring for forgiveness.

“All that we have {8 yours™ she
sald, “Forglve us! Jim wants you
to live with us, and—and you can keep
your job if you want to, and—and
when baby comes we're golng to
name him Michael, or Nora, If it's &
Eirl. Won't you come, fathe=?
mother ™

“Sure and I'l come,"” said Mike, clap-
ping on his hat, to find vent for his
emotions. “But 1 keep the job, Kath-
lgen!™

Clrecumstances Alter Cases,
Pat Casauldy purchased a new aw
tomobile, and while still Inexper}

down one of the crowded thorough-
tares of the city. Coming to a cross-
ing where traffic was held up, he lost
control of the ear and ran squarely
into & bandsome limousine. The crowd
which gathered found the situation

fiture, the crossing policemun, a big
Irishman, commenced to berate him.
“Since when did you learn to drolve
n car?” demanded the officer. “What's
yer name?’ “Cassidy,” answered Pat
“Sp? sald the policeman, interested.
ly. “And where are you from?”
“County Clare,”" sald Pat. “Say.” sald
the cop, "how the divil did that fellow
back into yout'—Chicago Journal

Anniversaries of Snakebite.

A curious fact, and one not general-
Iy konow, s the recurring symplom of
suakebite on or about the sunlversary
of & bite. The victim of a snakebita
may have these recurring symptoms
for ten or twelve years, and there 18 a
cass on record where the requrring
symptoms lasted for twentyS ve years.

Naval and Military Terma.
stost of our military terms are
¥French, and naval terms are Aoglo-

“He repented on his deathbed,” zald

| i

himsall |

bought the car, was providing for her | §

enced In the handling of it he drove |

amusing, and to add to Pat's discom- |

Convertible Coat of SaalJﬂe
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One of the handsome long coats of
plush which dealers prefer to call by
its pew name—"fur-fabric"—is shown

in the plotore above, It merits lhe.|
consideration of the woman who wants |
n cont to serve many occasions, and is
entitled 1o be called “sealetie, by
which nume the manufacturers have
d the fabric used in it. This is |

plush of so dark =

brown that it might be classed um--i;gl
the various blacks,

The coat is long, nearly covering the
dress, and hangs almost straight at
the front. It I8 semifitted at the
back, but loosely adjusted to the fig-
ure. There are wide revers aL the
front which may be rolled forward
| when the turnover collar I8 brought
up close about the neck, lLarge cov-
erad buttons, lke the material of
| the cont, nre used for fastening at the
front—and one |8 set at each side of
the back at the waist line

white fur are made separate and
fasténed to the coat when It Is to
do duty for eveming or dressy after
noon wear, They are not intended
for tho workaday world of every day,
but to convert & very practical coat
into & rich-looking garment suited to

|
’ The wide collar and deep cuffa of

special occasions, There Is nothiog '

|
|
!

L1
.

SHE S S 3 He 2 SHe S
Soidsisteice oS teMietoiets
more durable than a coat of this kind
in a good quallty of the lLandsome
pile fabric used for moking It

With the addition of the white fur
collar and cuffa, white gloves and

white-and-black ghoes ure donngld, and
o smart, dressy hat finishes a tollette

| quite up to the demands of fulladress.

Dresses for Girfs,

High walst llnes are the rule for the
little girls® thin dress«s. Like grown-
up dresses, the skirts of these dresses
are very flaring and frilly.

The skirts of tulle and chiffon
dresses or those of lingerie, batiate or
very thin silk are often finished at
the hem with three little rufigs, These
are only about three or four inches
in width and are not gathered very
full, A picot edging Is used often
instead of lace to finish them, or a
very narrow satin ribbon, perhaps
In a double lengtliwise stripe,

Little puffed slesves that come only
halfway to the elbow are considered
very correct, and they go well with
the general empire contour of the
EOWD.

In linen dresses the empire walst
line has a belt af the same that has
a slot Inset in the middle of It of an-
other color,

Something New in Neckwear

Sometning pew in neckwear has
lately been added to the array of crisp
gnd dainty pleces that came In with

the [all season. The new arrivals aroe
made of the same materials but have
taken thelr cue from the high collars
of wraps and street gowns, and thelr
foundation 18 & band, fting close
nbout the neck, and as wide as It can
ba worn.

To this band of thin material, wings,
tabs, and flaring pleces are added In
a wvariety of shapes and finish that
sepms uniimited. Fine ambroldery on
shear fabrics makes them elegant, but
thelr crisp daintiness s o fragile
guality, and henece it I8 necessary Lo
replace them often, for it I8 just these
qualities that they are expected to
lend to the costume. Two good ex
amples of these novelties are pletured
hore and they sorve to show the os
sentinl features of all of them.

The design at the laft might be
made, apparently, from embroidered
handkerchiefs. I ls meroly a fitted
band of organdie finished at the edges
with small buttonholestitched soal-
lope and baving a flaring plece of the
énme kind set on at each side. The
surfnce |5 decorated with scattered
embroidered dots and 1lttle Sower
sprayn

The collar at the right is one of
several designs in which a double row
of tabs Is set on about the top. Im
each of Lhese deslgns the upper and
under row of tabs are unlike in shape
and length. Hoth are Anished with
fine embroldery, and the effect of the
two thicknesses of sheer material 18
very daintw

All of these now collars set up very
close about the neck and only a few
of them are suited Lo the short-necked
figure. These are those having &
wide standing band shaped to sppar
ently lengthen the neck, and a flaring
portion (hat extends only about the
gldes and back. But the girl who can-
not wear Lhe wide standing collar may
console herself by reflecting on how
well she can' wear the fashlonable
evening bodice, which leaves neck
and shoulders and nrms uncovered.

One shouid not fafl to notice, when
considering neckwear, the “choker” of
nurrow black velvet ribbon, about an
inch wide, which s worn so offective
ly with evening gowna. It Is fastened
with a little fiat bow and & small
sparkling Jewel in & pin I8 sometimes
set against it

At

LA Fng

Brald Embroidery.

A fancy braid ia being used a great
deal to- emboeilish designs on table
runners ond eushions. The braid
comea in & varisty of colors and ia
used in comnection with herringbone,
buttonbaole, skeleton and many other
embroldery stitehes, A very good §l-
lustration of the effoct the brald and

ed by an excellent
and a conventional

the Nowers are covaered with the green
braid. The petals of the flowers are
worked in yeliow skelston
whila the centers of the flowers mre
filled in with brown French knots—

AERO-AMERICAN_CULLINGS

Hecause of a late ruling of the coun-
ty clerk in which the owner of an
oll lease is foreed tp turn over to
tho lesseo the royalty oll instend of
Its eguivalent, Sarah Rector, the rich-
el Negro girl in Oklahoma, and proh-
ably In all the world, now Is recelving
in royalty $2,000 more a month than
formerly,

8ix hundred dollars a day was her
Income from one of the most valunble
ol Iand allotments In the entire Ol
ton district. Her tract of land, which
18 operated by B, B, Jones, millionalre
oll man, {s now producing In the naigh-
borhood of 180,000 barrels of cruda ofl
| & motith. For her share; one-eighth,
| or 2000 barrels a monih, she was
| gatting 80 conts a barrel, or a total

of 318,000 & month, giving her a dally
Income from her ofl royalties of $600.
| An additional ten cents a barrel pre-
| minm for her ofl was obtained through
& decision by Federal Judge Campbell
| of Muskogee. holding that an ofl com-
| pany operating a tract of land must
| pay the royalty In oll instead of money
[If the landowner demands it.  The
market price for ofl s 80 cents, but
(8 premium s being offered for oll as
the demand (s now greater than the
supply. Dy demanding the paymont
of the royalty In oll Surah Rector has
sold hor ofl to the Flerce OIl eor-
| poration for 90 cents a barrel, or an
i!nr'runm of $2,000 n month, or §6f a
day. The deal was made for ber
through her guardian, T. J. Porter,

The Sarah HRector allotment has rl-
ways been n good revenue producer.
|!|. has been producing oll for about

two years. She has received from her
Ilnnd In royalty approximately 269,000
In cagh up to May 1 of this year, and
on that date her royalty oll that had
accumulated during the previous four
months was suid at the then market
price, 40 cenis a barrel, netting her

an additional 205,000, or a total of
125,000, .
The sale at that time was made

{to B. B. Jones, the operator of the
land, and the contract was continoed
in force to sell the royalty oll as it
aceumulated sublect to termination at
ten days' notice,

The Sarah Rector land reached its
high tide In production during the
spring of this year. It was estimated
to bo making 20.000 barrels a day dur-
ing April or 600,000 barrels for the
month, of which the little girl’s share
wasg 75,000 barfels, For February the
hector production from the deap sand
or Bartlesville was 300,000 barrels,
and for March it was 325,000 barrels.
During the spring months ft Was

| the blggest producing property In the

i fiald.

Prior to gelting the deep sand pro-
\ducuon the Rector land produced ofl
|rrom the Layton or shallower sand,

and during the last months of 1913
| this amountnd
month.

When the deal was made last spring
whereby the accumulation of royalty
was sold to B, B. Jones, it was esti-
mated that the Hector land would
vield to Its owner anvywhere f{rom
$100,000 to $125.000 in royalty during
: the succeeding four months, and it was

said that the tract would be a big
money maker for her for many years

to come,

With the rocent inerease In the price
of ¢rude oll, golug to B0 cents a bLar-
rel from 40 cents within a slx woeks'
period, and with the federal court de-

| elslon separating the royalty from that

i if the producing company, the in
come of HSarah Rector began again to

| increase, and for Qctober she recelved

to about $15.000 a

"Unele Isham Griffin, who will be
| one¢ hundred and five years old next
March, was bLorn- near Augustn, Ga.,
and Hves now in Chattanooga, Tenn.
He was ten years old when Napoleon
diad. He was born before the tele-
| graph, the telephone, the phonograph,
or the motion plcture, The aero-
plane and the fireless cooker are nine.
Ly yearsa youngér than Old Isham.”

J. D Clemmer, in the Chattanooga
Times, writes of him:

“Thirty years sgo In my 'tesns, 1
slopped at his cabin and he was then
the oldest looking darky I had ever
mel. Since then al every election in
Benlon, excepl the last one, 1 have
noticed a crowd gathered around him
after he had voted the ticket that he
always called upon Daniel Lillard for,

“The crowd always had him calling
torkeys, imitating the gobbler, and
crowing like a rooster. These he did
to a finlsh, even completing the gar-
gling sounds following thelr most
strenuous efforts. The glass of clder
ar other kind of drink handed him on
such occaslons, was too sacred a cus-
tom for the law against treating on
eloction days to be thought of by any-

.

approximately 18000 In royalty for
her 20,000 boarrels, while for April ahe
received 30,000 for 75,000 barrels.

In clearing away their agricultural
oxhibits from the courthouse, says &
dispateh from Normal, Ala, the Ne-
groea of Madison county wound-ap one
of the most significant agricultural
meetings which has ever hesn hald
in this sectlon. The meellng was
called to order by Prof P. C. Parky,
director of agriculture at the Agricul-
tural and Mechanical oollage for Ne-
groes at Normal, and agenta for the
Smith-Lovor extension fund in the
Tennensee valloy,

The courthouse was decorated with
the choleest producta of the Tenneaseds
valley and the walls were placarded
with pointed epigrams which indicate
that the Negroes are waking up to
the lateat ideas In farming. The ob-
Jeot of the conference was, “Alabama
Must Feed Hersell,”, The auvdience
was made up principally of Negro ten-
anls and land owners, but there was
a large number of white people pres

ent also, Speaches were made by
prominent white Iandlords, among
them Mr. Roe of Triana, From Mr.

Roe's nddress 1t would appear that the
large land ownera of the Tennesses
valley are anxious 10 join in any move-
ment whiclh will tend to improve the
efficiency and happinesa of their ten-
Anta.

The meoting was opened by David
A. Grauyson, chairman of the board of
trustees of the Agricultural and Me-
chagieal college at Normal, who in-
troduced Ed Johnston, who in torn
presented Congressman B, B, Almon,
who delivered the principal afddress
Congrossman Almon spoke at length
upon the naturnl resources of the Ten-
nessee valley and the superior agri-
culturanl advantuges which It offera.
He sald that tlre one-crop syslem has
throttled the South since the Civil
war and cansed the southern farmers
to boe borrowera instead of lenders.
He sald that only 15 per cent of the
western farm lands are under mort-
gage, while 85 per cent of the south-
ern farm lands are under mortgage.
Congressman Almon favors a rural
credit system with low interest and
long term paymonts. He seems to
regard rural credit, crop diversifica.
tion and intensive farming as the sal-
vation of the South.

Dr, W, H. Mixon, presiding elder of
the Huntsville district of the African
Methodlst Eplscopal church, made &
very brief and apt response to the ad-
dress of Congressman Almon {n which
he urged more friendly relations be-
twoeen the races and pald high tribute
to the friendship of the white man for
the Negro.

In closing the conference, President
Buehanan called attention Lo the fact
that in the Tennessee valley alone are
ahbout 17,000 Negro tenants, 1,600 Ne-
gro farm owners and about 25,000 Neo-
gro bovs and girls of school age who
must be tha future Negro farmers of
this valley. This great host of 25,
000 Negro farm workers must be
taught to improve thelr own efficlency
and the productive power of tha eoll
which they cultivate and be made bet-
tar satistied with life upon the farm.
To this end he expressed great satls
faction in the fact that Negro ten.
ants and ownersg had assembled In this
conforence and diseussed In the most
encouraging manner the most funda-
mental problams of rural life, namely,
better farming, botter religlous and ad-
ucational facllitles and better rela-
tlons between landlords and tenants,

it e e e el s e

body. No one attempted to influence
his vote becausc everybody knew that
he wvoted the same kind of ticket
‘Uncle Dan Lillard® did,

Justice McCoy of the federal Su-
preme court dismissed an amended bill
of complaint fAled by H. N. Johnson of
Louisiann and otter colored men
against Secretary McAdoo of the treas-
ury department. The plaintiffe squght
to establish a llen for themselves and
the descendants of former slaves on
an alleged fund of $65,072,388.99 said
to have been collected by internal rev-
enue officers on The cotton picked and
prepared for the market through the
sorvices of their ancestors, as slaves,
Secretary McAdoo, through United
States Attorney Luaskey and Assistant
United States Atiorney Archer, moved
to quash the proceeding on the ground
that Mr. McAdoo had no personal in-
teraat in the fund in guestion, and that
the proceeding was an attempt to sus
the United States for property In IL§
poseession. If the plaintifes had any
right, the defendant claimed, they had
lost It by delaying too long thelr at-
fort to establish [t

s

There are twice as many people in
the United States as In 1880, three
times as many &8s at the outbreak of
the Civil war and five times ns many
a8 in '40, The Increase between 1510
and 1915 Is sald to haye been equal
to the entire population at the time of
the Revolution,

One baby out of five dies before it ls
a year old.

Australla yearly produces 225,000
tons ol cane sugar,

N . S ~ .
There |s more gold In the United
States than in any other country in
the world. The Iatest treasory Hgures
show thit on Auguet 2 thore was | ¥
000,309,539 In gold cash and bullion,

The total wealth of the Unitsd
Btates, according to the last pob-
lished figures, Is more than one-fourth
af the aggregate of all the nations, and
it Is rupldly increasing, and thore |y
every indication that it will long re
miin the leading natlon, Npancially,
commerclully und Industriaily.

-
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Mot Copled From the Jews,
Undoubtedly our present T:ung
has ite prototype in the
SRS B festival of

festival was sug

Buml-lnuld.l t""l ""mmmmumhm
Discouraglng. SEones ot 5 - gl

The womuin who marries & man to m:w?.mmmouu
reform him must be discouraged to v of the same dura

Jewlsh festival sacrifice and :
wera the prevalling characteristics,
while (o that of the Pligrims they ware
entirely wantng, |

Slow to Find Favor In South.
In the South Thankegiving day was
practically unknown till mbout 1885,

with hot upposition
that 1t was & "New England

Ftson,” :

when Governor Jobn of Virginia urged
{he obgervance of the day In & latter |
fo the legislature; but the ldea met
n, ou the grousd
superstl

(By B 0, BELLERS, Acting mmhr of
Hunday School Courme of Moody Bibls
Institute of Chinago.)

(Copyright, 1016, Wantorn Nowapaper Unlon)’

LESSON FOR DECEMBER 19

FALL AND CAPTIVITY OF ISRAEL.

—_—

LESSON TEXT-I1 Kings 177, H, W

GOLDEN TEXT-He that after belng
reproved hardonsth hin neck shall suds
Aenly be demtroyed —Prov, 59:1.

In the sweep of our slx years' cycle
of study we prefer to consider this les-
son first and use the Christmas story
(Luke 2:1-20) to Hlustrate the love of
God which Israel (the lnst ten triboes)
so basely outraged ere it passed loto
oblivion,

I, The Stiff-Necked People, vv. 613,
Tha foaot (v. 6) of laraal’'s eaptivity
has alwaya sppealed to the interest
and the imagioations of men. The
cause of the capiivity was threefold
(1) They *had sinned™ (v. 7). It
Wins not A single offense but a course
of action which was performed (&)
openly, “walked” (v, 8). For 216 years
following Solomon's relgn they had
been openly idolutrous and trespassod
upon God's grace, (b) “Secretly” (v,
9), Hosen's relgn wis the same ns
that of his 18 predecessors, Dotibi-
less he was a good diplamat and poll-
tician, though his vacillation between
Egypt and Assyria brought ruin, but
in God'e sight the secrot ancts and
practicea of the people weres open
and known (Ps, 138:1-12; Heb, 5:13).
Many today do in secret things “that
were (are) not right” . clearer line
of demarcation between the church
and the world is sadly needed, (2)
They were consecrnted to evil (vv.
10y 11). To cover our sins_ is not to
proaper (Prov. 28:13), but {f we con-
fess our gins God's Son will cover
them by the forgiveness of his atone-
ment (Ps. 32:1-6; 1 John 1:9), larael
cared not, however, for his forgive-
ness, deapite tho fact it was he that
“brought them up out of the land of
Egypt." It is passing strange that
Israel should so fully violate the ex-
press commands of God (Lev, 26:1;
Dout. 26:21; Ex. 20:35, elc.). Some
claim they did not possess the law,
it being of a later date, a self-avident-
Iy foollah proposition, but even so,
how can men of our time violate so
many of the plain precepta of the
word of God? Does (his prove that
the Bible does =ot exist?! The an-
swer to this query is a sufficient an-
swer to the destructive critics. Israel
“sets up idols” (v. 10) and *burnt
sacrifice” (see Deut, 12:31) which
things they did “to provoke the Lord
to anger.” (3) "“hoy abandonéd them-
selves Lo evil. As though to remove
all posaibility of reformation they not
alone “served {dols™ (v. 12) but “thay
sold themeselves to do that which was
evil” (v, 17). To summarize thelr part
in this trunsaction their conduct waa
“as did the heathen” (v, 11), Many pro-
fessing Christians cannot be distine
gulshed from the world and the fudg-
ment of God may be deferred for a
senson, but it will ultimately be re-
vealed (I Tim. 5:24) or his word is
not true,

1. The Soverelgn God,
Ged's character and will
| fully set before the nation (Ex. 20:
|3-61. Repeated warnings (v, 13) had
| been given by faithful prophiets, also
repeatod forgivings, yet lsrnel s
(1) willful, they “would not hear™ (v.
14), but deliberately followed In thelr
fathers’ footsteps. (2) Proud aud vain
(vv. 14, 15) and (3) utterly abandoned
(v. 17), and hence must recelve the
Judgment of God's righteous anger
(see Ex. 20), or else God is not right-
eous., He ropeatedly sought to turn

vv. 1418,
had been

prophets (Matt. 21:33-39). God s
calllng in wmercy with lotg suffering
in this present evil age: unbellef in
God and his word fs still prevalent;
skepticlsm and loose morals every-
where nbound, and shsll God go on
and call forever? (Prov. 29:1; 1 Pet.
8:8-10), Men need to realize the
downward course of sin and beware
lest In continuous transgression of
God's love they suffer the auger of
Divine rightecusness.

I1l. The Savior of Men, Luke 2:1.20,
God's love for lsreel was manifest
(made plain) through his loving acts
and the messages of warning pro-
clalmed by his prophets, But we have
a more marvelous revelation of his
love In the person of his Son whose
birthday we are sbout to observae.
Samaria lost Its “crown of pride,” but
wo may receive a crown of
ness as the “sons of God" (John 1:
12; 11 Tim. 4:8), but not so unless
wo obey (John 14:23) bis word. The
coming of Jesus was the greatest
event In history—he I “lmmanuel”—
Uod with us, the living word, the un-
challenged fact of all facts. Born In
the conter of the Roman world, at
the exact date of prophecy, at a time
of universal world peace (nbout the
only such), and undér a governmental
system which made easy the propagn-
tion of the Goapel by language, ronda
and civil authority. It wos also a
time of religious unrest and of intel-
lectual and moral awakening,

Let ue therefore tuke up the am-*
gellc pralse (1) "Glory to God jn the

gree and quality of praise of him wha
I8 Inlnitaly wise and loving.

(21 "On earth psace” with God,
with man, o the individual beart and
smong the natons X

Peace of consclencs beonuss of sing
forgiven, In fact, &ll blessings, hap-
piness and prosperity because of peace
due to IW!“ over sin which is the

destroyer pance,
(3) “Good will toward men” thows
with whom tiod is woll pleased, and

men.
He loved sinfyl 1srael and be loves
18 80 that hie “guve bis vniy Begots

them aside, but they slew his fajthful =

nhighest:” highest heavens, highest de.

dod has good will ouly toward gg‘t




